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#FillTheBleachers
By: Brendan Dakin
 & Matt Baisden

Labor Day...................................5
Homecoming...................???  
Rosh Hashanah..........................28
Columbus Day....................................47
Halloween...........................65 
Groundhog Day.............160
2015..............................127
Freshmen Graduate..............427,584

Days ‘Till

	 Don’t	 fret	 ladies,	 we	 didn’t	
forget	 about	 you.	 The	 Tribe	 hap-
pens to be full of field hockey fanat-
ics. However, we had a harder time 
getting	 through	 to	 the	 feelings	 of	
the field hockey athletes. Upon ask-
ing	returning	star	Lizzy	Christensen	
about her expectations for the up-
coming season, she simply ignored 
the question and proceeded to stick 
her tongue out for a snapchat story. 
From field hockey to football, we the 
Conard faithfuls have lofty expecta-
tions for our teams.
	 An	epi-
demic has been 
sweeping	 the	
state	 and	 it’s	
called: “Our-
Fan-Section-
C a n ’ t - B e -
Like-The-Co-
n a r d - Tr i b e -
itis.”	 As	 a	
consequence 
of	 this	 epi-
demic, fan sec-
tions across 
the state have 
been form-
ing alliances 
and teaming 
up	 against	The	
Tribe.	 Most	
notably,	 in	 the	
past	 year	 the	
F a r m i n g t o n 
Tribe	 (a	 sad	
excuse for a 
fan section) 
and Hall’s Res-
ervation (yet 
another	sad	ex-
cuse for a fan section as you are all 
aware) teamed up on social media. 
Now, ask yourselves this: “Do they 
root for the same teams?” No. Then 
what could possibly cause these two 
otherwise unaffiliated schools and 
fan sections to unite? The answer 
is simple: both fan sections share a 
mutual envy for the Conard Tribe. 
The cure to this disease is to smoth-
er the wannabe fan sections even 
more by getting more people out to 
games and being louder. There can 
only be one fan section in the state 
of Connecticut that is considered 
the	best.	Needless	to	say,	it’s	us.	Co-
nard	stands	alone.	In	the	wise	words	
of Lucy Walker, “Alliances are for 
cowards.” Well said Lucy, well said. 

  The all-American soccer 
stud Mattheus Souza may be onto 
bigger (but not necessarily bet-
ter) things than Conard soccer, but 
we	would	argue	that	the	talents	
of Conard’s sports have increased 
overall, and The Conard Tribe over 
the past two years has set a prec-
edent. We do not just “talk the talk” 
on Twitter (even though Twitter is 
relatively new for the Tribe), we 
“walk the walk” on game day. For 
freshman and newcomers unaware 
of the meaning of the Tribe: it is 
the name of Conard’s esteemed fan 
section. The Tribe has improved 
leaps and bounds from the time the 
seniors were freshmen. Back then, 
games were attended by mostly 
juniors and seniors. Since, the Tribe 
has sought to include everyone, and 
will continue to do so. In addition 
to increasing attendance through in-
clusion, the Tribe has attended more 
games than in the past, not just the 
Conard-Hall rivalries. 
 One thing is certain: Conard’s 
athletes have been working hard this 
off-season.	 Conard	 Football’s	 out-
spoken alpha male Jake Reynolds 
is excited for this year’s squad, stat-
ing, “Dudes are only taking W’s.” 
If Karon Golding’s Instagrams and 
Tweets are any indication, he is look-
ing	 forward	 to	 football	 season,	 and	
so are we. Similar to Golding, Co-
nard Soccer’s pretty boy, John Mar-
tin, is also confident for the upcom-
ing season. When asked if he would 
deliver on the playing field, John 
confidently replied with his signa-
ture “Oh Yeah.” Then there’s Bryan 
Baker- known for his punctuality in 
school, his devotion to everything 
he does in life and his looks. What 
many don’t know is that his charm 
is on par with John Martin’s. The la-
dies simply adore Bryan Baker. Just 
ask Eilish Flaherty- “I can’t keep my 
eyes	off	Bryan.	But	what	really	gets	
me is his charm and his pants. I’m 
a real sucker for his fancy pants.” 
Getting back to soccer, Baker had 
a tremendous season last year, so 
expectations for this year are very 
high. When asked via text about how 
he thought the team would be this 
upcoming season, Baker simply re-
sponded, “bruh Idk.”        

Their opposition to us comes as lit-
tle	surprise	as	the	intensity	and	fer-
vor shown by The Tribe time and 
again	is	unparalleled	in	the	state	of	
Connecticut. 
 We hope to see everyone at 
the games this fall and throughout 
the year. We will be spreading the 
word about which games to attend, 
when, and where. Join us in our 
fight to reclaim our title as the top 
fan section in the state of Connecti-
cut. Come out and support!
	 	 	 	 	

Editor’s Note

 Welcome back to school ev-
eryone! Upperclassmen, I hope your 
summer wasn’t too muddied by Eng-
lish/Calculus/Economics/Psych/US 
History assignments. Freshmen, I’m 
sure your summer was fine, seeing 
as your English summer assignment 
didn’t include reading Lord of the 
Flies. But, putting aside my bitter-
ness over your lack of literary summer 
suffering, (something I unfortunately 
experienced along with the rest of 
the Class of 2015’s Freshman Honors 
English 9 students) we’re happy to 
have you as part of the Conard student 
body.	
 What’s important to know 
about making the transition to High 
School is that you must be willing 
to make changes to adjust to the new 
environment. The majority of the 
school is now older than you, and you 
still have a ways to go, but having 
the maturity level of an upperclass-
men will serve you well, in and out 
of class. Also, Freshmen, get used to 
having many more people around you 
at school. The student population of 
Conard this upcoming year is 1,521. 
Not only does this mean that you can’t 
stop in the middle of the hallway un-
less you want to be run over, but you 
also have to get involved so you have 
yourself a community within the larg-
er Conard community.
The point is, Freshman or not, reach 
out and join clubs (like the Powwow!) 
or sports teams. There’s a lot that Co-
nard has to offer, and there’s even 
more that students can bring to the 
table. I hope to see lots of freshmen 
involved this year, especially on the 
Powwow staff!Image: Andrew Stabnick, Low Tide Photography
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 Freshman News
    Freshmen Survey

1) Are you nervous/scared to go     
into high school?

Yes= 31%
No= 69%

2) What is the scariest thing about 
Conard?

Doing well= 15%
People= 55%
Size= 15%
Workload= 15%

3) What are you most excited for?
Sports= 69%
Freedom= 31%

4)What floor is the pool on?
There is no pool= 100%

5) What is SRP? What year do you 
get it?

Upperclassmen Free Period=     
15%
Don’t know= 77%
A test= 8%

6)What is the most difficult fresh-
men class you are taking?

Foreign language= 30%
English= 23%
Geometry= 47%

7) What is The Tribe? When can 
you become leader?

A fan group= 77%
Don’t know= 23%
Become a leader when a se-
nior= 39%
Don’t know= 61%

8) Who’s our principal? 
Don’t know= 70%
Mr. Duarte= 15%
Dr. Cummings= 15%

Sorry Mr. Duarte but 85% of 
freshman have no clue you’re the 
principal of our school.

9) Where do underclassmen sit in 
the cafe?

Anywhere= 46%
Front= 31%
Back= 7%
Don’t know= 16%

Note to upperclassman: get to the 
cafe fast on the first day of school 
to claim a table because it looks 
like only 31% of freshman know 
where everyone is supposed to sit.

10) How many gyms are there? 
1= 25%
2= 58%
3= 8%
Don’t know= 9%

11) Can you leave campus during 
the day?

Yes= 23%
No= 54%
Don’t know= 8%
Yes but you’re not supposed 
to= 15%

12) When are the announcements?
Don’t know= 33%

First period= 42%
During homeroom= 17%
2nd period= 8%

13) How often is homeroom? 
Never= 34%
Don’t know= 22%
Once a week= 11%
Once a month= 11%
Everyday= 22%

To be honest, no one ever really 
knows when there’s homeroom. 

14) Is there a school newspaper? 
What is it called?

Yes- don’t know the name= 
50%

Yes- the Powwow= 16%
Don’t know= 34%

15) Are there any upperclassmen 
you look up to? If so, who?

Don’t know/ no= 30%
Siblings= 43%
Others= 27%

16) Rate Conard on your perspec-
tive of it so far, 1-10.

Don’t know= 9%
6= 8%
7= 8%
8= 50%
9= 25%

17) Do you think you’ll go to prom 
this year?         

Yes= 25%
No= 67%
Maybe= 8%

Heads up juniors and seniors, ap-
parently 25% of freshman will be 
attending prom this year so you 
better start thinking of which fresh-
man you want to ask.

18) What’s the most exciting event 
Conard holds?   

Sporting events= 54%
Homecoming= 16%
Mr.Conard= 16%
Prom= 8%
Don’t know= 6%

19) Will you be going to Homecom-
ing/Winter Formal? 

Yes= 33%
No= 33%
Don’t know/ maybe= 34%

20) What classes are in the Base-
ment?

Don’t know= 33%
There’s no basement= 42%
Gym= 8%
Art= 17%

21) What do we call the intersection 
in the hall?    

4 corners= 50%
The traffic section= 17%
Don’t know= 33%

By: Annie Kirklin & Bella Gradante

To all The Freshmen who CoulDn’T answer #8, Can you Guess 
Who The head honcho is?

By: Genesis Rodriguez

A Word of Advice
For some students, high school is an easy transition, but for others it’s 
nerve wracking, and for the remainder it is just rough. If you follow these 
easy Do’s and Dont’s, high school will be a walk in the park, literally. 

Do: Take studying seriously 
As a freshman your grades officially matter! It’s easy to be sidetracked 
by parties coming up over the weekend or social events that may seem to 
determine the rest of your life. But, you have to remember why you go to 
school in the first place. Freshman year is a crucial year so leave time to 
study!

Do: Get involved
There are a bunch of clubs that need members, so find something that 
interests you. Anything you can think of, we have here at Conard. If we 
don’t have it, gather a group of your friends and find a teacher that would 
be willing to help you. Clubs are a great opportunity to stay involved, 
have fun, and give back. 

Don’t: Be Late
Tardies add up and detention isn’t fun. Yes, detention is a real thing. Un-
like all the lies Hollywood has produced about high school, detention is 
real. We have a “3 strikes and you’re out” rule. So make sure to be on time 
or have a green pass. Green pieces of paper will become life savers! 

Don’t: Panic
There is no need to feel overwhelmed! High School does not define the 
rest of your life. Remember to stay focused and work towards a goal, but 
if you feel really stressed just take a couple of minutes to relax. 

Don’t: Forget to have fun
As important as it is to stay focused and study, it’s also important to hang 
out with friends and enjoy high school because soon you’ll be senior and 
it will have all gone by so fast. 
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Local News

As summer began in late June, the 
US Air Force awarded Sikorsky Air-
craft and Lockheed Martin an initial 
contract of $1.28 billion to develop 
and design the next generation Black 
Hawk helicopter.   The deal comes as 
part of the USAF’s Combat Rescue 
Helicopter program, and includes 
funding for the production of four of 
the new Combat Rescue Helicopters. 
The contract could eventually ex-
pand to as much as $7.9 billion, with 
as many as 112 of the new aircraft 
authorized to be built, replacing the 
aging fleet of current UH-60M Pave 
Hawk helicopters. The new helicop-
ters will be built by Sikorsky in Con-
necticut, while mission systems will 
be installed by Lockheed Martin in 
upstate New York. The contract was 
a major political victory for Con-
necticut congressmen and Senator 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., as funding 
allocation for the program had been 

seriously questioned in the face of 
spending cuts throughout the Penta-
gon budget. The deal comes weeks 
after Sikorsky was presented a $1.24 
billion contract in early May by the 
US Navy for the honor and prestige 
of manufacturing six presidential 
helicopters to replace an aging fleet. 
Both agreements provide significant 
revenue for the Stratford based Unit-
ed Technology (UTC) subsidiary, 
which will likely ensure the employ-
ment of over 9,100 highly skilled, 
highly paid, Sikorsky employees 
well into the next decade. This will 
have numerous positive fiscal ef-
fects, with increased wages and cor-
porate taxes benefitting both local 
and state economies. Both the pre-
dicted boost in consumer spending 
from employees who are paid more 
and state revenue from corporations 
who are doing more business may 
help to stimulate the still slow eco-

By: Michael Sisti

an inTervieW WiTh co-PresidenT Brian Wilson
By: Julia Monyak & Sophie Appicelli

We recently sat down with newly 
elected co-president, Brian Wilson, 
to get an exclusive look at what we 
can expect for the upcoming school 
year.	As	 a	 two-sport	 athlete,	 a	pro-
ducer for Unified Theater, an officer 
for Habitat for Humanity, an active 
participant in Class Board, and now 
a Student Co-President, Brian sure 
is thoroughly involved in Conard’s 
community. 

When asked how it felt to be 
elected as a junior (at the time a 
sophomore), he replied, “revolution-
ary”. While he explained that the 
preparation he and his co-president, 
Mamta Malla, engaged in was a lot 
of work, he thinks his good looks 
and dapper style definitely had an 

influence. “Luck and a great metab-
olism” are the reasons behind these 
qualities,	Brian	said,	laughing.	Brian	
was well acquainted with some of 
his competitors, and described the 
rivalry between Brendan Dakin and 
PJ Melly’s team as “intense”. But 
nothing	 too	 serious,	 Brian	 assured	
his	 opponents	 were	 all	 good	 sports	
in	the	end.	

Brian and Mamta, aka. “Bram-
ta,” not only planned the Winter 
Dance, the 3 on 3 basketball game, 
and fundraising committees, but 
they also organized a campaign club 
where they made a facebook group, 
t-shirts, and stickers prior to elec-
tion. Clearly, hard work pays off. 

As for plans for this school year, 
Brian and Mamta have a lot of ideas. 
They are going to continue the ac-
tivities previously mentioned and 
are in the process of brainstorming 
more. While details are still a bit 
unclear, and there is no guarantee, 
they are trying to organize a home-
coming-like dance to take place at 
the town hall. Fingers crossed those 
plans	 follow	 through.	Shout	out	 to	
you, Leisure Services.             

We asked Brian if there are 
any changes that they are work-
ing	 towards	 for	 next	 year	 and	 he	
responded, “We are going to try to 
give the students more of a voice...
because we make up the school so I 
think that’s important”. No need for 
cafeteria petitions anymore, we may 
actually be heard in an official meet-

ing. Don’t worry freshmen,, he’s not 
leaving you out, Brian made it clear 
that he’s hoping to get the incom-
ing students involved early. Starting 
with getting to know some of them 
at Freshman Orientation, as it is a 
Student Council-run event. 

So get excited, Conard, it seems 
like our student body is in good 
hands with Bramta as our 2014-2015 
Co-Presidents! Make sure to stop by 
Robeks and give our new President 
a quick hello as he works the blend-
ers,	but	don’t	get	your	hopes	up,	no	
free smoothies for you.

DeFense ConTraCTs enerGize CT eConomy 
nomic recovery from the recession 
that left not only many out of work 
but hours cut and salaries slashed. 
These substantial economic benefits 
come a year after controversial state 
tax incentives were announced to 
be provided to Sikorsky and UTC. 
Sikorsky would be given an amazing 
$50 million simply to remain in the 
state for 5 more years, and its par-
ent company UTC would receive 
$400 million in tax incentives for 
the aerospace giant to spend $500 
million on capital projects including 
the construction of a new 425,000 
square-foot East Hartford Pratt and 
Whitney headquarters, an innovative 
customer training facility in Windsor 
Locks, and new labs at the United 
Technology Research Center. The 
deal would also ensure that Pratt and 
Whitney, a UTC division, will re-
main in the state for at least 15 years. 
While these seem like grossly gener-

ous incentives that are wasting hard 
earned taxpayer money, eventually 
the taxes these companies pay on 
their multi-billion dollar profits will 
more than repay the heavy incentives 
given to them by the state. Pratt and 
Whitney ran with operating profits 
approaching $2 billion last year, and 
Sikorsky nearing $600 million. The 
new defense contracts will greatly 
increase Sikorsky’s profits in the 
years to come, allowing the state to 
collect hundreds of millions in cor-
porate taxes on the escalated profits. 
By Connecticut investing almost 
half a billion to keep these compa-
nies	in	the	state,	the	state	will	begin	
to see significant tax income increas-
es from corporate profits that it will 
be able to use to boost the economy 
by investing in infrastructure, educa-
tion, and social services.

The Winning Pair’s Campaign Logo, 
Made by Clara Capone 

The Man Himself, Brian Wilson

The Rest of This Year’s 

Student Council Officers:
Co-Presidents: 

Brian Wilson & Mamta Malla

Treasurer:
Luke Garneau

Secretary:
Michael Boni

Board of Ed Student Liaison:
Henley Soloman
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World News
hoT TopiCs wiTh GraCe & mike

By: Grace O’Connell Bach & Michael Sisti
Israeli Invasion of the Gaza 
Strip:

On July 8th, after intensified 
Gaza rocket attacks on Israeli cities, 
the Israeli Defense Forces launched 
a counter offensive codenamed Op-
eration Protective Edge. Follow-
ing ten days of naval bombardment 
and over 1,500 air strikes on select 
military infrastructure, the offensive 
evolved into a ground invasion of 
the	 Gaza	 strip	 as	 well.	 Calling	 up	
over 70,000 reserve troops, the goal 
of	the	ground	operation	was	to	both	
dismantle Hamas’s stockpile of ap-
proximately 9,000 rockets, and to 
destroy subterranean tunnels which 
Hamas has used to funnel terrorists 
across the border into Israeli cities 
and towns. The aggression comes 
after hundreds of missiles have 
bombarded Israel from the strip, 
reaching as far as Haifa, Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem.
Mike’s Take:

Although the recent Israeli of-
fensive paints the country in a most-
ly negative light internationally, the 
operation is a necessary violence 
to ensure the long-term stability of 
the region. Since the beginning of 
the offensive, Hamas launched over 

1500 rock-
ets in the first 10 days alone. By IDF 
estimates, their forces had “degrad-
ed Hamas’ military capability by 
30-40%” in their over 3,000 military 
strikes as of July 22nd. Between the 
rockets captures or destroyed and the 
hundreds launched, it is estimated 
that only half of Hamas’ rocket cache 
remains. The IDF has also destroyed 
over 20 tunnels used to sneak armed 
terrorists	into	Israel.	In	the	less	than	
15 days Operation Protective Edge 
has	so	far	 lasted,	 the	 terrorist	orga-
nization is already greatly weakened 
and	well	on	its	way	to	no	longer	pos-
ing a severe threat to regional stabil-
ity. While some lives may be lost, 
Operation Protective Edge holds the 
promise to usher in up to years of de-
escalated hostilities, in which over 7 
million Israelis will be able to carry 
out their lives without the constant 
threat of vicious terrorist attacks and 
long range missile strikes.

Hobby Lobby Supreme 
Court Victory:

As June came to a close, Hobby 
Lobby owners won a 5-4 Supreme 
Court case, which was viewed as a 
major victory for corporate rights.  
The	 lawsuit	 questioned	 the	Afford-
able Care Act’s mandate of  com-
panies covering contraceptives to 
their employees, citing both the 
First Amendment and the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 
(RFRA), which states, “Govern-
ment shall not substantially burden 
a person’s exercise of religion even 
if the burden results from a rule of 
general applicability.” The basis of 
the claim comes after a decision 
from the Court of Appeals that cor-
porations are “persons” and there-
fore have equivalent rights as indi-
viduals, including the provisions of 
RFRA.  This decision has sparked 
enormous outrage and controversy, 
as many consider the decision either 
a beneficial victory for religious 
freedom, or a direct infringement on 
women’s rights. 
Grace’s take:	

This decision is not only more 
complex than it seems, but will have 
more negative impacts in the future.  
From my standpoint, this ruling al-

lows	 religious	 organizations	 to	 use	
their beliefs to take away the rights 
of	 others.		
W o m e n 
of	 lower	
incomes 
may not 
be	 able	
to	 afford	
birth con-
trol	 on	
their	own.		
C o n t r a -
cept ives 
are	 not	
only	 used	
to prevent 
pregnancy, 
oral forms of birth control are used as 
a treatment for endometriosis, Poly-
cystic Ovary Syndrome, and dys-
menorrhea.  By not providing pills 
to their female employees, Hobby 
Lobby (and any other company that 
follows this path) will now also be 
denying their employees medical 
treatment. This goes beyond a reli-
gious desire to not use contracep-
tives.  This ruling allows companies 
to	use	their	beliefs	to	infringe	on	the	
rights	 of	 others	 who	 do	 not	 share	
those beliefs.  While the fundamen-
talist Green family (owner of Hobby 
Lobby) has every right to deny them-

selves birth control, by not provid-
ing their employees birth control un-

der	 their	
healthcare plans, they are prevent-
ing the employees from accessing 
a service they might want or need.  
This has been perceived as broad-
casting their views onto others, and 
denying	others	rights	based	on	what	
they themselves believe. According 
to	the	Constitution,	using	one’s	own	
freedoms to interfere with the rights 
of	 others	 is	 illegal.	 	 In	 addition	 to	
being seen as unconstitutional, this 
decision can also be viewed as open-
ing	 a	 door	 into	 dangerous	 territory	
to take away the rights of others 
on a larger level.  Denying women 
rights to birth control is considered 

by many to be in violations of basic 
women’s rights.  Earlier in the year 
many states proposed legislation 
that	would	allow	businesses	to	deny	
service to LGBT individuals if the 
company’s religious views did not 
support homosexuality. The Hobby 
Lobby ruling could be interpreted 
to support legislation such as that 
proposed	by	Arizona	in	February	of	
this year: “A person whose religious 
exercise is burdened in violation of 
this section may assert that violation 
as a claim or a defense in a judicial 
proceeding, regardless of whether 
the government is a party to the pro-
ceeding.”  Should the bill have been 
passed, businesses and individuals 
would be allowed to deny service to 
those that were in violation of their 
religious values.  This would have 
been used to allow companies to 
turn away gay couples (which was 
already happening) and then protect 
the companies from lawsuit.  Al-
though this legislation was vetoed 
on February 26th by Arizona gov-
ernor Jan Brewer, this constitutional 
protection to companies to start de-
nying service based on faith could be 
used in violation of human rights.  

Current Events and Their Two Cents

Image: 2014 Associated Press

Image: Evan Golub 2014 Demotix/Corbix

Image: 2014 BBC News



Sports News

 Last season, captains Mela-
nie	Newton	and	Maggie	Geisler,	and	
coaches Kathy Callahan (Varsity) 
and Tom Verrengia (Assistant Var-
sity/Junior Varsity) led the Varsity 
team against Hall High School, as 
the first official game under the lights 
on	 the	 Conard	 turf.	 After	 2	 of	
our goals were called back, and 
1 of Hall’s goals was called back 
too, the game ended as a 3-3 tie. 
As the team moved on to states 
with an 8-6-3 record, Hall High 
School appeared as their oppo-
nent once again during the first 
round	 of	 states,	 where	 Conard	
won 3-1 on the Hall Turf. When 
they moved on to the second 
round of states, the team played 
Darien and had an unfortunate 9-
0 loss. They are looking forward 
to another successful field hock-
ey season with captains Lizzy 
Christensen, Kathryn Novak, 
and Cassie Falvey, and coaches 
Kathy Callahan, Tom Verrengia, 
and Holly Coleman (Freshman/
Thirds team). Cassie told us, “I 
don’t	regret	anything	about	last	sea-
son! Although still salty about that 
goal being called back in our Hall 
game under the lights, I am looking 
forward to beating them again! The 
Darien game was a tough one, but we 
played hard. This year we are look-
ing to play at the level of Darien. I 
am still proud of us for making it 
past the first round of states last sea-
son, which was our goal.”
	 To	build	up	for	a	bigger	and	
better season the field hockey girls 

have been preparing by holding fre-
quent captains practices, sometimes 
even twice a day, as well as attending 
a few camps including, the overnight 
“Elite” Field Hockey Camp at UCO-
NN,	Turf	Burners	at	Trinity	College	
(a series of mini games as a team ev-

ery	Tuesday	
night in the summer), and by going 
to a few other camps individually. 
They are also looking forward to 
the German National Field Hockey 
Coach coaching a camp/clinic for 
them with their coach, Kathy Cal-
lahan.	They	are	ready	for	the	strong	
and successful season that’s ahead 
of them.  
 During the field hockey sea-
son, the girls look forward to pasta 
parties,	sister’s	gifts,	dress-up	days,	

and state games. When we asked 
the players about the record of pasta 
bowls they have eaten at a pasta par-
ty, Charlotte Leyland responded, “I 
don’t have an exact count, but I just 
go super crazy. There’s never any 
room for salad on my plate.”  She 

continued 
to tell us that she was “the pasta par-
ty	 queen.”	 Charlotte	 is	 the	 starting	
right midfielder for the Conard Var-
sity team. One highlight of the field 
hockey season is the crazy dress up 
days.	Last	year,	the	girls	dressed	up	
as everything from superheroes, to 
ballerinas, to just their team uniform.  
The captains are looking forward to 
introducing new dress-up days this 
year.		
 The incoming freshmen girls 

are also looking forward to the up-
coming season, as well as the perks 
of being on their first high school 
sports team. Team captain, Cassie 
Falvey gives some helpful advice 
for the freshman looking to play 
field hockey, “Just try your hard-

est	 and	 do	 the	 best	 that	 you	
can. Coaches recognize the ef-
fort when it’s there.” The most 
important thing to remember 
is to know that everyone has 
their embarrassing moments, 
“I almost ran right into Coach 
(Callahan) when she was preg-
nant!” says team captain, Lizzy 
Christensen. Even with all of 
this being said, the freshmen 
may still be feeling a bit in-
timidated.  Freshman Nora Po-
licelli expects her field hockey 
season to be full of embarrass-
ing moments, “I am scared of 
missing goals, tripping, hitting 
people, getting hit… I make a 
lot of mistakes…” Don’t wor-
ry,	Nora,	Charlotte	told	us	that	
she “landed butt first in mud.” 

Maeve Maloney, also an incoming 
freshman, continued to tell us that, 
“the captains are more intimidating 
than the coaches,” but most of the 
feedback we received told us that 
the players thought the coaches were 
more intimidating than the captains.
This season, everyone is looking 
forward to being on the team again, 
(even the freshmen). Charlotte told 
us that, “[she’s] excited to get farther 
and farther every year in states,” and 
many of the other girls agreed.

By: Annie Bugos, Lauren Kumpa & Lizzy Quinn

FielD hoCkey preview 
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sePTemBer varsiTy sPorTs schedules
Week of 9/7
Soccer: 
 9/9, Berlin at CHS, 3:45 
(boys)

 9/12, Southington at South-
ington HS(boys)/CHS(girls), 3:45
Girls Volleyball:	

 9/9, Southington at CHS, 
5:30

      9/12, New 
Britain at New Britain HS, 5:00

	 Cross Country: 9/9, Farm-
ington & Newington at W.H. Res-
ervoir, 3:45
Week of 9/14
Girls Swimming & Diving: 
 9/16, Rocky Hill at Corner-
stone, 3:30

 9/19, Bristol Eastern at Cor-
nerstone, 3:30
Cross Country:
  9/16, Southington & NWC 
at NWC, 3:45

Football:	
 9/19, Newington at Alumni 
VAR Field, 6:30
Girls Volleyball:    
9/15, NWC at NWC, 5:00

 9/17, Farmington at CHS, 
5:00

  9/19, Middletown at Mid-
dletown HS, 6:00
Soccer: 

 9/15, New Brit-
ain at CHS(boys)/Veteran’s 
Stadium(girls), 3:45 

 9/17, NWC at NWC(boys)/
CHS(girls), 3:45

 9/19, Farmington at CHS, 
6:00 (boys)

Farmington at Tunxis Mead 
Park, 4:00 (girls)

Week of 9/21	 	 	
Girls Swimming & Diving:

 9/23, EO Smith at Corner-
stone, 3:45

 9/26, Glastonbury, 4:00
Cross Country:	
 9/23, Bristol Centrol at W.H. 
Reservoir, 3:45
Football: 9/27, East Hartford at 
East Hartford HS, 1:00
Girls Volleyball:
 9/22, Newington at CHS, 
5:00
 9/26, Simsbury at CHS, 
5:00
Soccer:	
 9/23, Newington at 
CHS(boys)/fields next to 
VHS(girls), 3:45

 9/26, Simsbury at Simsbury 
HS, 3:45 (boys)

 Simsbury at CHS, 6:00 (girls)
Week of 9/28	 	 	
Girls Swimming & Diving:	
 9/30, Plainville, 3:45
Cross Country: 
9/30, Simsbury & New Britain at 

Stanley Quarter Park, 3:45
Football: 
 10/2, New Britain at CHS, 
6:00
Girls Volleyball:	
 9/29, Hall at Hall HS, 5:00

	 10/1,	Southington	at	South-
ington HS, 6:00
Soccer: 
 9/29, Hall at CHS, 6:00 
(girls)

 9/30, Hall at Hall HS, 6:00 
(boys)

By: Kelly O’Donovan

Image: Andrew Stabnick, Low Tide Photography
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Chieftain Features
a Word From our caPTains

By: Emma Kutscher
What made you decide to 
play___?

“I started playing soccer because 
it was something I enjoyed doing, 
and it hasn’t changed, everyday I 
look forward to playing whether it 
be for fun or competitively,” -Erik 
Ribeiro, soccer. 

“I like to hit people,” -Vinny Ga-
gliardi, football. 

“I knew I was terrible at running 
but I thought I could improve, and 
XC seemed like the right challenge 
for me to undertake,” -Matt Thomas, 
XC.

“I’ve been playing soccer since I 
was	5,	it’s	a	sport	where	if	you	hustle	
and are aggressive you will be suc-
cessful, so it was an easy sport for 
me to pick up. I played with all my 
friends,	 and	 it	 was	 a	 popular	 sport	
with my cousins, aunts and my mom. 
I can’t imagine not having played 
soccer in my elementary, middle, 
and high school career,” -Brianna 
Grande, soccer. 

“My mom introduced me to the 
sport of field hockey. She grew up 
playing and loved the sport. My sis-
ter	 started	 playing	 the	 sport	 and	 so	
I decided to try it as well and have 
loved it ever since. It’s a great way to 
meet new people while also learning 
the importance of teamwork,” -Lizzy 
Christensen, field hockey.

“My dad taught me how to swim 
when I was 14 months old, so I’ve 
been	a	fan	of	the	pool	for	as	long	as	I	
can remember. I made the transition 
to racing for the thrill of doing some-
thing I’ve always loved while feed-
ing my competitive nature.” -Molly 
Bugos, swimming & diving

How do you define success?
“Success to me is simply the 

completion of one’s goals. How big 
or small those goals are doesn’t mat-
ter, it only matters that you com-
pleted them,” - Alec Ferguson-Hull, 
XC. 

“It’s important to shoot for the 
moon because you still succeed in 
someway if you put the effort in 
whether or not you reach your high-
est goals. Being among the stars can 
still be success,”-Cassie Falvey, field 
hockey. 

“The wins and the losses,” - Jake 
Reynolds, football.

What are your goals or your 
team goals for the season?

“To beat Hall and make it to 
states,” - Ryan Bell, football.

“This season I would love to see 
our team become closer and bond 

more than ever before. Even though 
swimming and diving are individual 
sports, it’s crucial to be part of a team 
that’s	 always	 there	 for	 you.”	 -Madi 
Soucy, swimming & diving

“My goal is to get my round-
off back handspring back tuck by 
the end of the year. The team goals 
for the season would be to place at 
Nationals	and	beat	Southington	at	a	
State-wide competition. We would 
like to see as many fans in the stands 
as possible this year. We’ve got a 
lot	 of	 new	 things	 to	 show	 the	 fans	
so come on out and hear!” -Cassidy 
Kotyla, cheerleading. 

What’s your advice for Fresh-
men? 

“Try your best everyday, push 
yourself everyday to always im-
prove. Make sure you’re committed.
Coaches wanted to see that you are 
training in the off season and making 
field hockey a priority. Treat coaches 
and players with respect at all times,” 
-Kathryn Novak, field hockey. 

“No matter your potential, if you 
work hard then success will come.” 
-Tim Fisher, football.

“Learn something new about the 
game everyday, the more you know 
the smarter we can play,”-Elise Yous-
mans, soccer. 

“Just try your hardest, whatever 
that may be for you,” -Brian Torsi-
ello, XC. 

“Get involved in school. If it’s a 
club, or sport, do it! You will meet so 
many amazing people. When I was 
walking  in the hallways I would also 
see a cheer friend. So find something 
you are passionate about and com-
mit to it, it’s totally worth it,” -Mo 
F a r re l l , 
c h e e r -
leading. 

Walking through the halls of Co-
nard, one can notice a plethora of 
Sperry	 Top	 Sider	 boat	 shoes	 and	 I	
wonder if half the kids wearing the 
shoe have actually used them for 
their actual purpose: Sailing. As a 
sailor myself I’m surprisingly not a 
huge	fan	of	 the	shoe,	granted	I	still	
wear them, but I thoroughly think 
the shoes are overrated and almost 
pointless	on	land.	

Personally, I believe that when 
not being used for the “boat-shoes” 
purpose,	 the	 original	 Sperry’s	 pro-
vide little benefits to the wearer. Un-
less on a wetted surface similar to a 
sailboat or an actual sailing vessel, 
topsiders have little traction. With 
worn rubber soles, the only place 
where they’d be effective for grip-
ping is on a sailboat’s wetted surface. 
Furthermore, the shoe offers little 
support as they’re basically flip-flops 
covered with cloth.  However, Sper-
ry does offer a model of boat shoes 
with increased traction and support 
than the original Top Siders that ev-
eryone seems to have, but, if you’ve 
ever taken a whiff of your boat shoe, 
one can find the stench a most obvi-
ous	downfall	 of	 the	 shoe	 (if	 you’re	
wearing Sperry’s sockless).

 If you decide to wear your shoes 
sockless, like they should be worn, 
(if you wore socks with your boat 
shoes	to	a	sailing	regatta	or	any	other	
sailing oriented event you’d probably 
look like an idiot) one might feel like 
they’re walking through a swamp

by the end of the school day. 
A good cure for sweaty Sperry’s is to 
put Gold Bond in your shoes, which 
will help the smell too. 
 Granted, the shoes do have 
their place and non-sailors shouldn’t 
be discouraged from wearing them, 
just try investing in a pair of insoles, 
or shoes that are acceptable to wear 
socks with. Also, take sailing lessons 
and	put	those	Sperry’s	to	use.

ComiC’s Corner
Featured Artist: Justin Picard, Class of 2016

By: Joe Duva

Joe’s lamenT
 Why Sperry Top-Siders on Land are the Worst
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Chieftain Features
 horoscoPes

Featuring Conard’s Only Astrological Fortune Tellers, Kathryn Novak & Cierra Hungerford

a Comprehensive map oF ConarD hiGh

Aquarius (January 20th-Feb-
ruary 18th)

They say it’s never too late to 
find your purpose in this world but 
the clock’s tickin’, you may only 
have a week left.

Pisces (February 19th-March 
20th)

Your life may seem dull right 
now but just you wait...it only goes 
down from here.

Aries (March 21st-April 19th)
Trust	will	be	a	hard	thing	for	you	

to earn this month, so you better pre-
pare some good lies.

Taurus (April 20th-May 20th)
If there’s one thing that gives you 

hope when all else fails, one small 

true thing that keeps you hanging 
on during rough patches- you sure 
haven’t found it yet. Hopefully the 
stars will align in your favor and 
you’ll find it soon. 

Gemini (May 21st-June 20th)
You try to be an accepting per-

son this month, but you still don’t 
understand why some people just 
can’t be normal.

Cancer (June 21st-July 22nd)
This month you may feel as 

though you are living alone in a 
cold, brutal world but in fact there 
are about 7 billion other people.

Leo (July 23rd-August 22nd)
You will finally meet the person 

of your dreams, which sounds like a 

good idea until you remember some 
of your dreams.

Virgo (August 23rd-September 
22nd)

This week you’ll feel on top of 
the world...the only problem is it 
gives you a long way to fall.

Libra (September 23rd-Octo-
ber 22nd)

You will find your soulmate this 
month. Look to your left, you will 
be	 dating	 that	 person	 sooner	 than	
you think. If no one is to your left...
well	that’s	unfortunate	for	you.

Scorpio (October 23rd-Novem-
ber 21st)

This week will be full of sur-
prises for you, which will become 

tiresome after a few hours, terrify-
ing	after	a	few	days	and	totally	un-
speakable after that.

Sagittarius (November 23rd-
December 21st)

This week you’ll find yourself 
down in the dumps. Gross. Clearly 
the stars are not in your favor. 

Capricorn (December 22nd-
January 19th)

Just when you thought it couldn’t 
possibly get any worse this month, 
the stars confirm that you are correct 
and it is pretty much as bad as pos-
sible.	

For the 69% of Incoming Fresh-
men surveyed on Page 2 that claim 
they aren’t nervous to start High 
School, I applaud you. But try navi-
gating this maze of a building, and 
your nerves will be on edge trying to 
get from class to class your first few 
weeks without getting hopelessly 
lost.

My biggest reccomendation for 
getting to know Conard is first get-
ting	 a	general	 sense	 for	 the	 layout.	
Before you get caught up in which 
bathrooms are the best to use (the 
Music Wing’s) and which water 
fountains are the coldest (The Math 
Wing’s) you should know how to 
make it from 1st Period to 8th Period 

a number of different ways.  
      A huge navigational issue I had 
as a freshman was blindly following 
my friends from class to class, and 
not having a full understanding of 
the complete layout. Don’t be em-
barassed to look at a map (there’s 
one in your agenda too), or the red 
room number plaques posted on 
each corner in the building’s major 
intersections. Lots of seniors still 
look at those to get to a room that 
they aren’t familiar with! That be-
ing said, there’s a couple key things 
all Freshmen should know about the 
Conard High School building:
	 First,	 do	 not block traffic. 
Although I may have exaggerated 

when I said in my Editor’s Note that 
you will be trampled, if you stop 
walking and create a major traffic 
jam, you can count on at least a few 
dirty looks. 
 Second, understand that as 
a freshman, you can’t show up to 
the	 library	without	a	 signed	 library	
pass from a teacher. Sophomores are 
in the same boat as you, so getting 
turned around at the sign-in desk 
makes the process even more irri-
tating for your older peers who just 
want	to	sit	down.
 Third, it’s never okay to run 
through the halls. Please don’t.
 Fourth, the East & West stair-
cases of 4 Corners do not go all the 

way up to the third floor. It’s incred-
ibly frustrating and confusing find-
ing this out the hard way, so you’ve 
been warned!
 Fifth, know that when look-
ing at a room number, if it’s in the 
100’s, it’s on the first floor. If it’s in 
the 200’s it’s on the second floor, 
and	so	on.	
 Lastly, you’re a freshman. 
It’s okay to be lost, confused, or un-
sure	of	where	you	are	in	the	build-
ing.	All	 1500	 Conard	 students	 are,	
or have been, in the same place. 
Take your time learning your way 
around, and remember, once you’ve 
got it, you’re good for 4 years!
-By Molly Bugos

Find Out What’s In Store For Your Future!

Image: Abby Gosselin
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Chieftain Features
roBoTics cluB PrevieW

By: Katie Riedling

Mission Statement: Athena’s War-
riors is a robotics team dedicated 
to creating a diverse and passionate 
STEM workforce of both men and 
women.

Are you interested in science, 
technology, engineering and/or 
math as a hobby or as a career? Do 
you enjoy problem-solving, putting 
stuff	together	and/or	designing	new	
things? Do you enjoy teamwork 
and peer solidarity? Join FRC Team 
3182 Athena’s Warriors!
 FIRST is an organiza-
tion that stands for “For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Science 
and Technology,” and has several 
competition leagues. The one in 
which Conard’s only robotics club 
participates is the FIRST Robotics 
Competition (FRC). 
 Every year, starting in early 
January, the team gets six weeks to 
design,	build	and	test	a	new	robot	
adapted to play a certain game. 
This year’s game was called Aerial 
Assist, and the goal was to score 
points by passing an exercise ball 
with a 2’ diameter to other robots 
on teams of three. That’s not where 
the fun ends, though! Beginning 
in February, six weeks of competi-
tion test the limits of hard work and 
determination. 
 Teams cooperate with each 
other	and	put	their	heads	together	in	
a game of strategic (but sometimes 
spontaneous) maneuvers. Athena’s 
Warriors will typically compete 
in two in-season competitions, 
but	also	in	two	to	three	off-season	
ones.* Competition is an amazing 
experience, so attending an event 
- whether or not you join the team 
- is highly recommended. It has all 
the excitement of a sporting event, 
and all the feats of robotics engi-
neering!
 There is so much fun and 
so much to be learned! Our team 
consists of four general sub-teams: 
mechanical, electronics, 

programming and business. How-
ever, the groups are very fluid; you 
can participate in whichever side 
you wish! 
- Mechanical: deals principally with 
actual construction of the robot, 
tests mechanisms (ie launcher, 
shooter), designs robot using 
CAD**
- Electronics: wires robot, organizes 
electronics within the the “body” of 
the	robot
- Programming: provides code for 
the robot using a programming 
language called Java
- Business: admin, updates social 
media and plans outreach events, 
takes care of awards submissions 

If you have a question, email 
team3182@gmail.com
Questions? Ask on Tumblr!
 http://athenaswarriors.tumblr.
com/ask
Check us out on Facebook:
facebook.com/team3182
Our 2014 awards video submission: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4n8CyojjT4s

* The off-season is constituted 
of the period between competi-
tion season (February-April) and 
build season (January-February). 
There are many spring/summer/fall 
events, so check them out! 
** CAD stands for “computer aided 
design,” which is a generic term for 
design software - we use a program 
that many engineers use called 
SolidWorks.

 As the school year quickly 
comes to session, it is important to 
realize the importance of getting 
involved. Doing things over the 
summer not only looks good on a 
resume; but it keeps you grounded 
when	all	you	want	to	do	is	relax	on	
the beach.
 There are ample opportu-
nities to do things here in West 
Hartford; we live in a town thriv-
ing in diversity and opportunity. 
One thing that you should keep an 
eye out for is the American Legion 
Auxiliary	Laurel	Boys	and	Girls	
State annually held in June. The 
boy delegates who participated in 
the 2014 session included Brendan 
Dakin and Henley Soloman, and 
among the Girls State delegates, 
was	Cassidy	Kotyla.	
	 Taught	on	the	newly	built	
Eastern Connecticut State Univer-
sity campus, Girls and Boys State 
both teach the inner workings of 
government and the importance of   

staying in touch with current 
events.
 If you enjoy a good debate 
or want to be the next Obama, 
speak with your history teacher and 
get your name out before they start 
their nominations! Nominations 
are only made to the current junior 
class. You have the opportunity to 
share	your	ideas	with	dozens	of	
state	legislators.	The	best	way	to	
figure out what you want to do for 
your career is to get a hands-on ex-
perience from someone who’s been 
doing	it	for	years.	
 This experience not only 
changed my perspective on politics 
and the inner workings of govern-
ment, but it has helped increase the 
amount of social awareness I have 
throughout my community. So, 
with that said, get involved my fel-
low Chieftains! 
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ameriCan leGion auxiliary 
laurel Boys & Girls sTaTe

By: Cassidy Kotyla

Thank You!
I’d LIke To exTend A SpecIAL ThAnk You 
To everYone Who conTrIbuTed ArTIcLeS, 
pIcTureS, TIme And reSourceS To ThIS 
FIrST edITIon oF The SchooL YeAr.

I Look ForWArd To WorkIng WITh You 
AgAIn on upcomIng ISSueS, And I 

WeLcome AnYbodY Who WouLd LIke To 
geT InvoLved WITh The poWWoW!

-moLLY bugoS


