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January 

27   8th Grade Open House 7pm 

28  Chieftain Baseball Dinner 6:30pm 

 

February 

2   Mr. Conard 7pm 

3   8th Grade Open House (snowdate) 

4 Chieftain Baseball Dinner (snowdate) 

6 Winter Jazz Show 7pm 

9 Choir Pyramid Concert 7pm 

15-16 Winter Recess (no school) 

18 Stand Up Comedy Night 7pm 

19 Sneak Preview of Addams  

 Family 6:30pm 

19 Ice Cream Social 7pm 

26 Jazz Band Parent’s Dance 7pm  

 

March 

1 Principal’s Coffee 8:30am 

9 Parent/ Teacher Conferences 

11-12 The Addams Family Musical 7pm 

13 The Addams Family Musical 2pm 

18-19 The Addams Family Musical 7pm 

 

 

Dear Conard Families and Friends, 

Welcome back and Happy New Year!  As I 

sit and look out my kitchen window, I see 

that my yard is covered by our first snowfall 

of the year.  I cannot remember a year 

when we did not have a single snow day or 

even a delayed opening before the end of 

the first semester.  Although I did not miss 

the task of starting up my snowblower since 

last winter, I enjoyed venturing outside 

today and rekindling my passion for 

sledding with my two boys.     

 

Last week I sent an email to all of our 

students and thanked them for a job well 

done during midterm exams.  I also took 

this opportunity to remind them that with 

the beginning of a new semester comes an 

opportunity to build upon their first 

semester's work.  For some students that 

may mean continuing to excel in new 

classes, and for others it is an opportunity 

to "press the reset button" to enjoy a fresh 

start.  Regardless of the scenario that 

applies to your child, please encourage 

them to learn and grow from their 

experiences made last semester.  Believe it 
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or not, we are halfway done with the 2015-2016 school year.   

 

This Wednesday, we will distribute a hardcopy of the 2016-17 Program of Studies to students.  

Please note that you may find an electronic copy on our website.  I encourage you to take this 

time and talk with your child about potential future courses, possible career pathways, and what 

your child’s post-secondary plan may be.  When your child chooses their schedule, it is important 

for them to remember to challenge themselves.  We offer a wide variety of Advanced Placement 

and Honors courses not only because colleges like to see them on transcripts, but because we 

believe, as an institution, that students are better off when they push themselves, and learn to 

believe in their abilities.  We also offer numerous elective courses, which can help your child 

explore new interests as well as develop new skills. 

Please know that we are encouraging students to log onto the PowerSchool Student Portal 

from 1/30 - 2/12 and select their courses for next year.  In addition, every student will have the 

opportunity to meet with their school counselor for individual course selection meetings over 

the next few weeks.  If you have any questions, you can always call your child’s School 

Counselor.    

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 860-929-5001, 

Julio_Duarte@whps.org, or feel free to stop by as my door is always open. 

 

Sincerely, 

Julio Duarte 

Principal   

 

We challenge and guide our students to be active learners and productive citizens

Conard Science Department News:  

Physics Brawl, Princeton University Physics Competition, and the United States 

Physics Team 

The joy of competition!  The validation of excelling beyond the 

classroom!  Pavlo Lyalyutskyy, Ajay Jagjivan, Arjun Jagjivan, Yash 

Nair, and Vinh-Kha Le formed a multi-disciplinary, multi-grade-

level team to participate in Physics Brawl, an on-line, 

international competition on December 2.  The competition was 

designed to provide students with a venue to exhibit skill in 

solving non-ordinary problems and learn new concepts from present-day, groundbreaking 

research.  The team came in 15th of 202 high-school teams and out-scored about 1/3 of the 

teams in the “open” division, which included graduate students and professionals.  “Teamwork” 

explains their success:   Ajay served as the team organizer, pacesetter, and correspondent; 

Pavlo, the only member of the team who had completed a physics course, outlined the physics  

2 



principles; Yash discovered the opportunity on line; Vinh-Kha applied his noteworthy strength 

in mathematics.  Four of these teammates (Pavlo, Ajay, Arjun, and Yash) also competed in the 

Princeton University Physics Competition in November, juggling the extensive problems into 

their school day and sacrificing most their sleep.  In this competition they were ranked 28th of 

273 teams.  Congratulations to them for their motivation and success.  Best wishes to Pavlo and 

Ajay as they begin the American Association of Physics Teachers’ United States Physics Team 

completion on January 19 with the “F = m x a” test.    

Conceptual Physics Book Project 

Conceptual Physics students from Conard High School made 

Newton's Laws Children's books for 3rd Graders at Leihoku 

Elementary School in Hawaii.  The physics students researched the 

island of Oahu to make their books about forces and motion 

relevant to the 3rd graders daily lives.  The elementary students 

found themselves as main characters in their own personalized 

story book filled with adventure, mystery, fantasy, and often silly 

shenanigans.   

The Conard Conceptual Physics students wrote the books in Google slides, downloaded them as 
powerpoints where they added illustrations and animations.  At the request of the teacher in 
Hawaii who wanted to differentiate learning for her 3rd graders below reading level, the 
Conard students added voice to their power points, reading their stories aloud.  Ultimately, 
with the help of the AMAZING Conard Teacher-Librarians, the books were exported into movie 
files and shared with the students in Hawaii via Google drive.   
 
The students in Hawaii loved their books and sent 
Conard students a "Mahalo" (Thank you) 
video.  Leihoku Principal Randy Miura also 
wrote, "I'm sure it was a lot of hard work for 
everyone, but I'm positive that it had a huge 
influence on our student's learning.  Please thank 
your students for their efforts, and assure them 
that they did make a difference for younger 
students an ocean away".   
 

Conard High School Cameron Klett narrating his  
book "Detectives Daven & Shayzen in G-Force" 

 
 

Conard Musical Group B# singing in 

West Hartford’s Holiday Stroll.  

Pictured L-R 

Matthew Lee, Adrian Ardon, Dijon Johnson, 

Carlie Musto, Owen Painter, Rory Williams, 

Gerson Echevarria, Mia Fox, Katie Kopp, Gabby 

Urso and Nora Dynowski 
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Conard Math Department News: 

Conard’s Third Hour of Code Week (December 7-11, 2016) 
 By J. Corricelli 

 

We are proud to report that our Hour of Code Week was a great success 

and it was a lot of fun.  Organized around Grace Hopper’s Birthday, this 

worldwide event strives to give all students a coding experience so they 

can find out how fun (and interesting) it is for themselves.   

Students in programming classes attended training after school to 

prepare to be Code Ambassadors for the week.  These ambassadors ran 

the event.  Students who wanted to get their Hour of Code could go to 

the library during their free period and use the ChromeBooks with support.  Many students 

attended for multiple days.  Any student that completed their Hour of Code was entered into a 

raffle to win a free tablet.  The two winners were George Andrews and Elizabeth Sagers, shown 

to the right.  The week ended with a Math Tea Party, where students celebrated together.  The 

featured Guest Speaker was Mr. Kyle Francis, a Naval Officer who served 

for three years on the Grace Hopper Naval Vessel.  He spoke about who 

and why Grace Hopper is a heroine in the field of computer science.  He 

also gave great advice to our students. 

Congratulations to all students who completed their Hour of Code. 
Thanks to all Ambassadors, to the library for allowing us use of resources, 
to the Technology and Engineering Department for donating the laptops, 
and to the CT Computer Science Teachers Association for funding food for 
our Ambassadors while they stayed after school to learn.  Together we 
made a great difference. 

Career & Technical Education Department News  

Technology & Engineering, Business & Finance and The Hour of Code… 

For the third year in a row Technology & Engineering (T&E) and Business & Finance B&F) 
teachers from across the District stood at the forefront during December’s Hour of Code 
challenge.  At both high schools and all three middle schools teachers from the T&E department 
worked with Library Media specialists and Math teachers to present exciting and rigorous 
activities to the students of WHPS.  Teachers Michael Wilkosz, 
Anthony Truss and Dawn Anstett led a charge that saw TSA club 
members and T&E students serve as code ambassadors within 
their schools.  Students participated in coding activities in their 
T&E and Business & Finance classes, as well as during lunch 
waves at the Library.  WHPS and teachers from Career & 
Technical Education continue to lead a charge in exposing young 
learners to the power and creativity found within the computer 
science pathway.  Congratulations to all, and we’ll see you next 
year! 

 L-R: Miles Brown, Vinh-Kha Le 
 and Mr. Truss 
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Family & Consumer Sciences Blood Drive News: 

The Individual & Family Development and Health Careers classes will be sponsoring and 

organizing the 2016 Conard Red Cross Blood Drive.  The Blood Drive will take place on Friday, 

February 12 in the Back Gym.  Conard students who are 17 and older can donate.  Seventeen 

year olds will need written parental permission.  Below are the Red Cross height and weight 

requirements for student donors: 

 Male student donors must weigh 110 pounds or more, depending on height  
 according to the following chart: 

If you are 4’ 10” 4’ 11” 5’ or taller 

You must weigh at 

least 

120 115 110 

 

 Female student donors must weigh 110 pounds or more, depending on their height according 
to the following chart: 
 

If you are 4’ 10” 4’ 11” 5’ 5’ 1” 5’ 2” 5’ 3” 5’ 4” 5’ 5” 5’ 6” or taller 

You must 

weigh at 

least 

146 141 138 133 129 124 118 115 110 

Sign-ups will take place during lunch periods the week of February 1st.  Last year, Conard 

collected 51 pints of blood.  Each pint has the potential to help 3 people.  We hope to surpass 

that goal this year. 

For more information about the Blood Drive, contact Ms. Pamela Geyer. 

January Notes from the Conard English Department 

 
In late January, Conard English teachers will be holding important conversations with their 
students regarding the English courses that students will be taking next year.  As part of this 
conversation, teachers and students discuss the strengths and areas of needed growth that 
have been demonstrated in class this year.  Using all of the available data, teachers have the 
information necessary to make a recommendation, what can be more important is each 
student’s attitude and effort.  Given the opportunity, many students rise to the challenge of 
high expectations.  English teachers at Conard recognize student potential and make 
recommendations for the best placement, the one where students will be challenged to grow 
and perform. 
After this conversation, students may decide to accept the teacher’s recommendation, but we 
encourage students to talk to their parents about what they would like to take next year.  In 
every grade, there is an opportunity to move up and tale on a more rigorous course.  If you and  
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your child feel that you would like to attempt a course at a higher level, we encourage you to 
reach out to the teacher and share your views.  If you would like to ask me questions about any 
of the English courses offered at Conard, I would be happy to discuss them with you by phone 
or email at the Contact numbers and address below. 
I wish you all the best in this season, and hope that winter nights provide you with time to 
share in discussing your child’s independent reading and what is going on in his or her English 
class.  I hope to see you at the upcoming parent teacher conferences. 
 
Tom Paleologopoulos 
Supervisor of English, West Hartford Public Schools 
860-929-5053 
tom_paleologopoulos@whps.org 

 
Conard Art Department News: 
 
Please join the Conard Art Department in congratulating and celebrating the following 
Advanced Placement Studio Art students. They are 2016 Scholastic Visual Arts Awardees. The 
mission of the Scholastic Art and Writing awards is to identify students with exceptional artistic 
and literary talent and present their remarkable work to the world.  
 
These award winners are a testament to our incredible visual arts program, our teachers, our 
exceptional students and their vision!  
 
→Kayla Golden - Art Portfolio, Illustration and Story Telling 
Category, one piece, "Elegance",  out of the eight submitted will 
be exhibited - Gold Key  

 
Camilla Bowin - Design Category - "Fractured Simplicity" - Gold 
Key 

 
←Julia Monyak - Drawing and 
Illustration category - "Beneath the 
Skin" - Gold Key 

 
 
 
 
 
 
→Camilla Bowin - Design 
Category - "Fractured 
Simplicity" - Gold Key 

 
 
This 2016 Scholastic Visual Arts Exhibition is a highly competitive, statewide juried show 
sponsored by the Connecticut Art Educations Association. The exhibit runs from January 17 –
February 5, 2016 at Silpe Gallery, Hartford Art School on the University of Hartford campus. It is 
open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 4 pm and weekends from 12:00 – 4:00 pm.  
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Conard Library News: 
 

Destiny at your library! 
 

The Conard library is open 24/7 with Destiny - our library catalog of over 30,000 books, 
audiobooks, and e-books. These titles are searchable anywhere there is an internet connection 
or on your electronic device with the Destiny App for iOS (Apple) or Droid.  
 
Destiny’s web address is http://destiny.whps.org. The link is posted on Conard Library’s  home 
page. 
 
Destiny’s MyQuest:  Students can create their own virtual bookshelves and a network of 
“friends” within Destiny (similar to Facebook) at Conard to share ratings, reviews, and 
recommendations on books.  
 
Other great features of Destiny Quest allow students to:  
 

 Perform basic and advanced searching of Conard’s entire library catalog and place holds 
on items (a username/password is required, which is their student ID number)  

 Use Webpath Express for more academically focused searching of the internet 
 Create personal resource lists of websites and books to organize their research finds 

(login required) 
 See a list of the Top Ten Books checked out by Conard students 
 Keep track of books users want to read, are reading or have read (login required)  
 See a list of new arrivals 

 

 
                      
                      Webpath Express  is Destiny’s internet search engine which leads users to high quality and 

trustworthy websites for academic research.  Result lists include information about the reading 
and grade level appropriateness of websites, and are indexed by subject.  
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Please remind students to return or renew materials by the specified due date. Fines are $.05 
for each school day the item is late. The loan period at Conard is three weeks. Please contact us 
if you have any questions! 
Kelly Casey and Rachel Tonucci 
Conard Teacher-Librarians 
860-231-5000 x6137 or x6136 
 

Conard Athletics Department News: 

The winter season is off to a great start. Follow our teams on Twitter. Find all schedules and 
scores on our website and connect with CIAC Mobile. At the end of the season, teams will hold 
individual sports awards.  Please check our website for details. 
  
Spring is almost here! 
  

2016 Spring Sports Registration Information 
 
All athletes must be registered to participate - Register between Feb. 18th and March 15th, 
2016. 
  
Online Registration - opens February 18, 2015 – go to whathletics.org 

For new athletes who are unable to obtain a physical form from their doctor, there will be 
school physicals on Tuesday, March 15th immediately after school in the nurses’ office. 
  
Follow us on Twitter! 
  
Follow @CHSWHAthletics 
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Conard Sports Awards Fall 2015 

 All-State 

Football – Nathaniel Richam-Odoi 

Field Hockey – Caroline Kane, Charlotte Leyland 

All-State All Academic – Caroline Kane* 

Girls Swimming and Diving – Maria Armillei, Clara Capone, Emma Dowd, Marisa Haverty 

 

L-R: Caroline Kane*, Charlotte Leyland, Marisa Haverty, Clara Capone, Maria Armillei, Emma 

Dowd, Nathaniel Richam-Odoi 

CCC All-Conference 

Boys Soccer – Lucas Busch 

Girls Soccer – Taylor Davis, Katherine Gosselin 

Field Hockey – Alexandra Abels, Caroline Kane, Lauren Kumpa, Charlotte Leyland 

Football – Finn Cahill, Lucas Decelles, Joshua Henry, Robert Iwersen, Nathaniel Richam-Odoi, 

Jack Ryan, Connor Swanton 

Girls Cross Country – Lindsey Chen, Gwendolyn Geisler 

Girls Swimming and Diving – Maria Armillei, Kyla Barry, Kirsten Bednarz, Clara Capone, Emma 

Dowd, Marisa Haverty, Anna Kirklin, Lauren Manning, Elizabeth McMahon, Elizabeth Phillips, 

Tatiana St. Juste, Bridget Williams 

Girls Volleyball – Erin Booth  
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Conard Social Studies News: 
 

Course Offerings in Social Studies 
 
As we near course selection time for next year, I encourage you to carefully consider the many 
social studies options available to students in grades 10-12.  In addition to our required courses, 
there is a wide array of elective courses that appeal to a variety of student interests.  Here is 
just a sample of some of the courses we offer in Social Studies.  Take a closer look at the 
Program of Studies for more offerings.  
 
United States History 
 
Although this is a required course for all students, Conard offers three options for students to 
meet this requirement.  Sophomores can choose between standard US History or US History 
through the African American Experience.  Juniors can opt to take AP US History.  Refer to the 
Program of Studies for specific course descriptions. 
 
Human Rights 
 
This course on Human Rights will examine the history of Human Rights culture leading to the 
establishment of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its adoption by the United 
Nations. It will survey the various Articles and examine its application in relation to the 
Constitution of the United States of America. In this critical and analytical exercise the course 
will study the fundamental questions raised by organizations like Amnesty International and 
Human Rights Watch and will interrogate some of the more serious violations of the protocols 
of the Universal Declarations not only in America but also in the international society. Case 
studies and appropriate media will be examined and analyzed. Students may choose to take 
this course for UCONN credit.   
 
Classical Studies 
 
This course will serve as a survey of Greek and Roman history. Lessons on Greece will cover the 
development of Greek civilization from the Bronze Age to the death of Alexander the Great. 
The section on Rome will focus on the rise and fall of the Rome Republic, Rome’s overseas 
expansion, and its transformation into the Roman Empire. Special attention will also be given to 
Christianity and the collapse of the Roman Empire in the west. The course will encourage 
students to analyze the social and political structures in Greece and Rome through the 
examination of art, literature, film and theater. The class will explore the reasons for the 
success of both civilizations and their contributions to Western civilization and the world today. 
 
Sociology of the Family 
 
This course is a social history/sociology course that explores the role of the family in shaping 
American society as portrayed in film. Using classic and contemporary film, the class will study 
film analysis, family structure, the role of the father, the role of the mother, and the role of the 
children. 
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AP Economics 
 

This is a full-year course designed for students who are committed to taking the AP Micro 
and/or Macro Economics Exam. The Microeconomic section of the course is designed to give 
students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of 
individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger economic system. 
The Macroeconomic section of the course is designed to give students a thorough 
understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. 
There is a particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination, 
economic growth, and international economics. Participation in the Advanced Placement exam 
is an expectation of this course. 
 

As you consider the options for next year, don’t hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher for 
recommendations.   
 

A quick note to Senior parents:  Encourage your student to consider taking electives in college 
that allow them to engage with History, the Humanities, and Social Sciences.  Many colleges 
and Universities require that students take a history course, but there are a great many other 
options for students to explore various aspects of the social studies beyond requirements.   

 

GREETINGS FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 

Course recommendations/registrations for the 2016-2017 school year are underway for 
students in grades 9, 10 and 11. Teachers are in the process of entering recommendations.  The 
CHS Program of Studies along with the course selection directions/process will be reviewed 
through advisory on Wednesday, January 27.  Students will be able to view teacher 
recommendations and enter their course selections into Power School between 1/30/16-
2/12/16. The deadline to complete course selections is February 12, 2016! More information 
and direction will be made available on the Conard website http://conard.whps.org/  Parents 
are encouraged to discuss with their children which courses they intend on taking and review 
with them using the 2016-2017 Program of Studies and Conard's graduation requirements.  

PSAT Results (grades 9, 10 & 11) – PSAT 8/9 results were released online to students on 
January 7th.  Students can access their online score reports through their College Board 
accounts.  Students created these accounts through their English classes in 
December.  Students who have not created their accounts may do so here: 
https://account.collegeboard.org/iamweb/smartRegister?excmpid=MTG248-ST-1-app 

Additionally, students will have the opportunity to link their scores to Khan Academy for 
personalized SAT preparation.  More information can be found here: 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about/benefits/khan-academy-practice 

Grade 9 

Counselors will meet be meeting individually with all 9th graders at the end of February to 
review course selection for sophomore year. At this time, counselors will also be reviewing 
grades and will encourage extra-curricular involvement and discuss future plans. 

Grade 10 – Reminder that PSAT scores are intended to be early practice for the SAT, typically 
taken in the spring of junior year. Counselors will be meeting individually with sophomores in 
February to review their credit status and to discuss course recommendations and post-high 
school plans.  Counselors continue to encourage sophomores to get involved in their school and 
community activities. In the spring counselors will be meeting with tenth graders through their 
English classes to familiarize them with the Naviance college and career search programs.       11  
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Grade 11 – Counselors are in the process of meeting individually with juniors througha 
scheduled junior post-high school planning meeting.  Juniors should regularly check their West 
Hartford Email for an invitation.  Choosing challenging course work for senior year is 
important!  The Junior Planning Workshop series with school counselors will be held every 
Wednesdays during Quarter 3.  The series is designed to assist students with post-high school 
planning.  Meeting time and place is listed on student schedules.  Attendance is mandatory. 

Grade 12 - Seniors have been busy applying to colleges (two and four year). Please continue to 
be aware of all college deadlines and be diligent in reading all application requirements as each 
school may have specific and different requirements to complete their application.   Seniors are 
responsible for sending standardized test scores (SAT/ACT) directly to the colleges to which 
they are applying.  Colleges will be reviewing senior grades, so it is important to maintain high 
academic performance to ensure the best application profile possible.  Semester grades will 
automatically be sent to all colleges to which a student has applied. Final grades will also be 
sent to the college a student plans to attend. Please inform your counselor once you have 
received responses/decisions from each of your colleges. 

Seniors and parents: Please be aware of the financial aid process.  All colleges and universities 
will require the FAFSA form from students who wish to apply for financial aid.  FAFSA 
applications can be located online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Some colleges or universities may 
require the CSS Profile.  The application for the CSS Profile can be located at 
www.collegeboard.com.  If you need assistance with the financial aid process you are 
encouraged to contact college financial aid offices.  For further assistance on 
completing/submitting the FAFSA, the school counseling department will be hosting the College 
Goal Sunday program on Sunday, January 31 at 1:30 pm at Hall High School as well as a variety 
of other locations. You are encouraged to   register in advance at 
www.collegegoalsundayct.org.  Seniors are also encouraged to apply for scholarships.  All local 
and national scholarship information can be located through Naviance and/or in the Conard 
Career Center.  

Is AP Capstone Right for Me? 
 
AP Capstone is an innovative diploma program that provides students with an opportunity to 
engage in rigorous scholarly practice of the core academic skills necessary for successful college 
completion. 

AP Capstone is built on the foundation of two courses — AP Seminar and AP Research — and is 
designed to complement and enhance the in-depth, discipline-specific study provided through 
AP courses. It cultivates curious, independent, and collaborative scholars and prepares them to 
make logical, evidence-based decisions. 

AP Seminar 

AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations 
that explore the complexities of academic and real-world topics and issues by analyzing 
divergent perspectives. Using an inquiry framework, students practice reading and analyzing 
articles, research studies, and foundational literary and philosophical texts; listening to and 
viewing speeches, broadcasts, and personal accounts; and experiencing artistic works and 
performances. Students learn to synthesize information from multiple sources, develop their 
own perspectives in research based written essays, and design and deliver oral and visual 
presentations, both individually and as part of a team. Ultimately, the course aims to equip 
students with the power to analyze and evaluate information with accuracy and precision in 
order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments.     12 
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Learn more about AP Seminar:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QW4-LEAM-v8 

                                                   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aoEXEIQKTM 

AP Research 

AP Research allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of 
individual interest. Through this exploration, students design, plan, and conduct a year-long 
research based investigation to address a research question. In the AP Research course, 
students further their skills acquired in the AP Seminar course by understanding research 
methodology; employing ethical research practices; and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing 
information as they address a research question. Students explore their skill development, 
document their processes, and curate the artifacts of the development of their scholarly work 
in a portfolio. The course culminates in an academic paper of approximately 4000–5000 words 
(accompanied by a performance or exhibition of product where applicable) and a presentation 
with an oral defense.   

Conard World Language News: 

With the introduction of American Sign Language, as a new course at Conard and Hall, we hope 
to build students' capacities and prepare them to communicate effectively with friends, 
relatives and neighbors who are hearing impaired. Everyone, especially those in the ASL club, 
has been looking forward to the experience of learning ASL as a WL at Conard.  
 

Shanghai Foreign Language School  
 
During the month of December students and 
faculty from our Sister School, Shanghai 
Foreign Language School, visited West 
Hartford for a week and were hosted by 
Conard students. In January, both, Hall and 
Conard will be hosting 70 students from 
Northeast Normal University Affiliated High 
School, which ranks among the top four high 
schools in China. We are looking forward to 
continue strengthening our partnerships with 
China, especially now that middle schools in 
the district will be offering Chinese in addition 
to Spanish and French.  
 

 Lycee de la Salle 
 
During the month of December, Conard High School 
French students began Skyping with our new partner 
school in Rennes, France, le Lycee de la Salle.  With the 
international time difference presents us with a 
Skyping window from 7:30 am to 11:00 
am.  Fortunately, in France, the school day ends at 4:00 
pm! 
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Some of the students in France are the same ones who visited in October, as part of our new 
exchange program.  There is always high energy in the World Language's Lab when we 
Skype.  Our goal is to Skype twice per month and to develop common projects that allow our 
students to collaborate internationally.  
 
In our most recent Skyping, students talked to each other about family life, likes/dislikes, 
vacations and travel.  We do 10 minutes in French and then 10 minutes in English.  However, 
the Skype sessions usually last 40 minutes, as the students really enjoy talking to each other. 

 

ROMAN BRITAIN AND BEYOND: ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND 
 
Coming in April, Conard and Hall Classics students will have an opportunity to explore first-hand 
the extraordinary ancient archaeological sites and the precious museum treasures of “Roman 
Britain.”  Students will develop a deeper understanding and appreciation for the art, 
architecture, archaeology and history of “Roman Britain,” as well as an appreciation for modern 
English culture. Our itinerary includes London, Chichester, with its intact Roman villa, 
Cantebury, Stonehenge, the Roman baths at Bath, the ancient (and modern) city of Chester, 
Hadrian’s wall and Edinburgh Scotland. Students will broaden their understanding of and 
appreciation for learning outside the traditional “format” of classrooms and textbooks and 
single-subject lessons. 
 

Class of 2016 

Attention All Seniors and Senior Parents:  Cap & Gown 

Ordering Day is quickly approaching!  Please note, in order to 

participate in the graduation ceremony seniors must order a cap 

and gown.  The company representative will be at Conard on 

Thursday, February 25th and Friday, February 26th during all 

lunch periods to take orders.  New this year:  students will have 

a choice of wearing a Red or Grey Gown and students will keep 

their gown after graduation.  Please make sure you bring in the 

completed order form (which will be distributed during homeroom 

on Wednesday, February 24, 2016) and $40 cash or check, 

payable to Conard High School.  If caps and gowns are not 

ordered by Monday, March 7th, there will be a $5 late charge 

added to the cost bringing the total to $45.  After graduation, 

seniors may keep their cap, tassel and gown.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Mrs. Glazer at 860-929-5025 in the 

School Counseling Office at Conard. 

Leadership Conference for Young Women of Color 

On January 11, 2016 twelve girls from both Conard and Hall participated in a Leadership 

Conference for Young Women of Color at Quinnipiac University. The students were given the 

opportunity to hear from female education, business, and civic leaders from around 

Connecticut.  Their presentations served as a springboard for work on goals, projects, ideas, 

and concerns the girls face in their own communities and lives. Participants were also able to 

gain insight into their personal strengths and style of leadership. Many thanks to both the 

Conard and Hall PTOs for their support in providing bus transportation to the conference!   
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Holiday Helpers Program 
 

Conard High School’s Junior Class Board has been doing a Community 
Service project for four years called Holiday Helpers.  This project 
involves the entire school and helps elementary students identified as 
being in need throughout the district.  The first year they sponsored 
twelve students; the program has grown each year and this year they 
sponsored 66 students from across the district.  Sponsors from 
Conard include: teachers, administration, nurses, security officers, 
cafeteria staff, and students.  Each elementary student receives at 
least one bag of gifts: most students need winter clothes, jackets and 

boots but they also make sure that students receive a few toys. The Junior Class Board, advised 
by Ashley Theroux-Hui and Cindy Vranich, is in charge of wrapping, bagging, and organizing the 
gifts.  Social workers from the various elementary schools then pick up the bags and distribute 
them to the families in need.  Cindy and Ashley said, “This project is one of the most rewarding 
community service projects as the entire Conard community helps students throughout West 
Hartford.” 

 
Model United Nations 
 
On December 5-6 Conard's Model UN participated in the Annual World Affairs Council Model 
UN Conference held at the University of Hartford. We had more than 25 students participate in 
the two-day event. Despite a number of logistical challenges, our students rose to the occasion 
and fared exceptionally well at the conference. Some of them even had the chance to question 
and meet CT Senator Chris Murphy! Advisers Kim Davis and Steve Kowal were highly impressed 
by the preparation, knowledge, and poise of each student who participated.  
 
Over 800 students attended this conference and only 12 awards were given. Of these 12 
awards, Conard won 2 of them! 
 
Congratulations to all Conard Model UN students who prepared, debated, and ultimately 
succeeded at this special conference!  
 
Steve Kowal and Kim Davis (advisors) 
 
 
Winter Weather Traffic Notes 

During inclement weather please take extra care in the 

mornings and afternoons dropping off/picking up your 

children from Conard.  Snowbanks limit visibility and 

often constrict roads and walkways.  Please take a little 

extra time to make sure that all of our students are safe and be aware of possible travel 

complications due to weather.  On an environmental note please limit idling of vehicles on 

school property as idling in winter while waiting for someone or something, and idling in traffic 

-- contribute a staggering 1.6 percent of all U.S. greenhouse gas emissions according to a 2009 

study in Energy Policy.  
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The Addams 
Family 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Friday, February 19 
(snow date: February 24) 

 

6:30- Conard Auditorium 
Sneak Preview The Addams 

Family 
 

7:00- Conard Café 
Ice Cream Social 

 

The Ice Cream Social Is A 
Fundraiser For 

Conard High School Musical 
Productions 

$5.00 per person at the door 
 

*Sneak preview of selected musical numbers beginning at 6:30 in the Conard Auditorium* 
 

Tickets for performances available for purchase beginning February 22, 2016 
www.ConardHighSchoolMusical.com 

 

Performance dates and times: 
Friday, March 11 at 7:00 

Saturday, March 12 at 7:00 
Sunday, March 13 at 2:00 
Friday, March 18 at 7:00 

Saturday, March 19 at 7:00 
 

There is a limited number of wheelchair accessible handicap seating 
in the Conard High School Auditorium. 

Questions? Please contact Anne Coon at conardmusical@whps.org 
 

LIKE us on Facebook: Conard High School Musical Productions 
 

THE ADDAMS FAMILY A NEW MUSICAL Book by MARSHALL BRICKMAN and RICK ELICE Music and Lyrics by ANDREW LIPPA 

Based on Characters Created by Charles Addams Originally produced on Broadway by Stuart Oken, Roy Furman, Michael Leavitt, Five Cent 
Productions, Stephen Schuler, Decca Theatricals, Scott M. Delman, Stuart Ditsky, Terry Allen Kramer, Stephanie P. McClelland, James L. 

Nederlander, Eva Price, Jam Theatricals/Mary LuRoffe, Pittsburgh CLO/Gutterman-Swinsky, Vivek Tiwary/Gary Kaplan, The Weinstein 

Company/Clarence, LLC, Adam Zotovich/Tribe Theatricals 
By Special Arrangement with Elephant Eye Theatrical                                                                                

mailto:conardmusical@whps.org


 


