
Feb. 10, 2017 

A Message from the Principal… 

Well, it looks like the snow finally decided to fall and remind us that we are still in the winter sea-
son!  I look forward to seeing our students outside during recess having fun in the winter blanket 
that covers our campus at the moment.  The month of February has already provided us with many 
reasons to celebrate, including our 100th day of school!  Our Kindergarteners paraded through the 
building with the most creative and imaginative hats!  Our other learners were busy, busy, busy 
counting, sorting, predicting and creatively writing.  What a fun day to celebrate our learning and tie 
in many mathematics concepts along the way! 
 
Reading is often the focal point in the month of March, however I wanted to provide some tips to 
encourage reading to be at the forefront all year long.  Here they are: 
Always have books on hand. Keep a book in your bag or your car’s glove compartment so your 
child can read in the car, or while waiting in line at the grocery store. Make regular trips to the li-
brary, and keep an eye out for books at bargain sales or garage sales. Or, consider holding a “book 
swap” with neighbors and friends. For birthdays or holidays, give your child new reading material. 
Keep it up. Find ways to encourage your child to pick up new reading material to read once one 
book is finished. For instance, introduce him or her to a series or ask your librarian for books by the 
same author. Draft a “to-read” list that your child can check off.  Consider subscribing your child to 
a magazine for kids. 
Focus on their interests. Encourage your child to check out books from the library that feature char-
acters or topics he or she is interested in. Whether it’s NASCAR to NASA, the topic doesn’t matter 
(as long as it’s age-appropriate), as long as your child is reading. 
Read out loud together. Schedule time to read aloud together, taking turns to read passages. Invite 
your entire family to participate. Use different voices for different characters, or invite your child to 
make sound effects for the story. 
Make it a routine. Consider how to make reading habitual. Your family could have a weekly read-
aloud session, or you and your child could read each night before bed. 
Be a patient listener. No matter how slowly your young learner reads, avoid finishing sentences for 
your child. Gently correct mistakes, sound out words together, and let your child know you’re 
proud. 
Cut the distractions. During reading time, turn off  or put away electronic devices. Make sure you 
follow the rule, too. 
Ask questions. Ask your child about what he or she is reading in school or what you are reading to-
gether. Try open-ended questions such as, “Why do you think the character did that?,” “What would 
you do if you were in that situation?,” or “What do you think will happen next?” 
Read beyond books. Invite your child to read menus, greeting cards, movie listings, newspaper com-
ic strips, or directions to a destination. Word recognition is an important step for reading fluency, so 
consider using strips of paper and tape to label everyday objects in your home to boost your child’s 
familiarity with words. 
 
 
 
 
 



Some upcoming events to highlight are: 

 Dr. Seuss celebration kicks off 2/27 

 March Parent conferences will take place on the 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th.  Please look for 
more information coming home from your teacher regarding a specific date and time.   

 
 
Our school wide focus for Positive Behavior is to “put first things first”.  Please take time to re-
view this with your child.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the academic front, students continue to impress with their inquiry especially in sci-
ence.  Units on force have students investigating different materials and what variables impact 
their distance travelled.  Our writer’s workshop is moving forward steadily and the level of en-
gagement is tantalizing.  In fourth grade our students are beginning to explore their first research 
project on Connecticut.  The research is guided and students will be working closely with their 
teachers and our Library Media Specialist to learn about reliable sources, finding supportive de-
tails and more! 
 
As we all bundle up during these frosty days, please take the time to stop in and check the lost 
and found!  Many times students are so excited to get back to work that a mitten may wander or a 
hat may fly loose. 
 
As always it is a joy to work with such a dedicated staff and superstar students. 
 
Yours, 
 
 
Jeffrey Sousa 
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Let’s Talk About Math 

 

Why is it that your child’s teacher tells you that they want your child to be able to explain their mathe-
matical thinking?  Why isn’t it enough for students to just be able to give a correct answer?  The an-
swer to these questions lie in the Common Core Standards for Mathematical Practice.  In the book 
Putting the Practices into Action, authors Susan O’Connell and John SanGiovanni state, “In order for 
children to be mathematically proficient, they need to be able to blend their knowledge of math con-
tent with their ability to apply that knowledge to solve problems, communicate math ideas, justify so-
lutions, model math concepts, and reason to make sense of mathematics.” (O’Connell, 2013) 
 

Many people learn math by memorizing a process or a formula without really understanding the 
mathematical concepts. “Mathematically proficient students are able to justify their answers , share 
their reasoning and prove that their answers make sense.” (O’Connell 2013)  As adults we are asked 
to do this on a regular basis, although we may not stop to consciously think about it.  We may ques-
tion why we were overcharged for something we bought based upon our knowledge of math compu-
tation.  We use data from the weather channel to convince our children to dress in a certain way for 
school.  We use arguments to decide what time to leave the house to make it on time to a party, to a 
sporting event, or to work each day. 
 

Our hope is for students to develop strong language skills in order to be able to use their mathemati-
cal discourse to clearly communicate their thinking and reasoning.   When we ask students to engage 
in math discourse we are challenging them to think at high levels and to apply their knowledge about 
math to real life situations.  When we ask them questions like, “Why?” or “How do you know?” they 
are able to express their own thinking and listen to the thinking of others. 
 

This is just one of the eight mathematical practices that students need to become proficient mathema-
ticians.  The remaining practices include: 

Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
Model with mathematics. 
Use appropriate tools strategically. 
Attend to precision. 
Look for and make use of structure. 
Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

 

As a staff, we will move forward in the weeks ahead with reflecting upon and refining our practice in 
getting students to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
 

Ellen Cercone 
Curriculum Specialist 



 

 
Next Edition of   
The Sunflower will be  
Date Reminder Version:  
Thursday, February 23,  
2017    

Monthly Lunch 
Menu 

 
Please visit the WHPS  

website for our monthly 
lunch menu at: 

 
http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?p=2084 

 
 

BRAEBURN CALENDAR 
 
 

DATE   TIME   EVENT 
 
Thurs, Feb 9  2:30-5:00  Inter-El Rehearsal 
   6:30-7:30   PTB Meeting, Cafeteria 
 

Tues, Feb 14     Valentine’s Day 
 
Wed, Feb 15  2:00-3:00  Chess Club 
 
Thurs, Feb 16  2:30-5:00  Inter-El Rehearsal 
                                    6:30-7:30  Math QuEST Informational Meeting (Duffy) 
 

Mon-Tues, Feb 20-21    Winter Recess (includes Presidents’ Day) 
 
Wed, Feb 22  2:00-3:00  Chess Club 
 
Thurs, Feb 23  2:30-5:00  Inter-El Rehearsal 
 

Fri, Feb 24     Fitness Friday 
                                                                        Last day for Brick Sale 
                                                                        Braeburn Night at the Wolfpack 
 

Mon-Fri, Feb 27-Mar 3   Dr. Seuss Week 
 
Wed, Mar 1  2:00-3:00  Chess Club   
      Family Night - No homework,  non-electronic  
                                                                        activities encouraged 
 
Thurs, Mar 2  2:30-5:00  Inter-El Rehearsal 
                                                                     
Fri, Mar 3     D.E.A.R., Beach Day 
 

 
 











            
D.E.A.R. Beach Day 

 
In March, Braeburn students will hang out at the 
“beach” and READ.  On March 3, 2017 , all students 

and staff  members at Braeburn will stop, drop and read… together!  
Our ENTIRE school, will participate in DEAR (Drop Everything and 
Read).  Students don’t know when D.E.A.R will begin so they must car-
ry a book everywhere on that day (except lunch and recess). We’re pre-
tending to be deserted on a private beach with the sun and waves crash-
ing next to us as we read.  We encourage students to dress in their 
(warmest) beach attire, sunglasses, flip flops and beach hats.  Students 
will carry their books and maybe a beach towel to sit on.  Students nev-
er know when DEAR will be called.  Maybe your child will be in his or 
her art class or in the gym or in the hallway… you never know. 
If  you’re visiting Braeburn on March 3, bring your book and beach 

towel  too.  You might be a part of  our second D.E.A.R day of  the 

year!! 

 



EMERGENCY PLANNING WITH YOUR FAMILY 
  

It is vital that parents speak with their children so that they know what to do in the event 
of an early closing.  Everyone should have a plan in place before there is a need for one.  
A possible snow storm is well publicized in advance and should initiate a detailed conver-
sation about your family’s plan. 
  
For Bus Students:   
Parents who may not be home at the early dismissal time should make sure that their 
child knows the order of the 3 to 5 possible neighborhood homes they should go to if 
necessary.  If you choose to, show your child where an extra house key is kept.  Tell your 
child to call you (home and cell) upon their safe arrival. 
  
Do not plan to call the school to pull your student from a bus line due to bad weather.  
Plan ahead and send a note in with your child if bad weather is expected and you do 
not want them to ride the bus. 
  
For Pick up Students:   
Children who usually get picked up will wait in the normal pick up areas.   
  
Do not plan to call the school to let your child know that it may be someone other than 
you picking up.  Plan ahead and send a note in with your child if bad weather is ex-
pected and a change has been made as to who is picking up. 
 

 For WHEE Students:   
  If school is cancelled due to inclement weather, WHEE is also cancelled. 

  If school is delayed, WHEE is also delayed by the same amount of time.   

  If school is closed early due to inclement weather, WHEE will not be in session.  
      If afternoon activities only are cancelled, WHEE will not be open. 

  WHEE Telephone Number:  860-561-4088 

 

Early Dismissal Schedule for Parent/Teacher  
Conference Week  

Tues., Mar. 7 1:30 p.m.  
Wed., Mar. 8 2:00 p.m.  
Thurs., Mar. 9 1:30 p.m.  
Fri., Mar. 10 1:30 p.m. 
  

Please plan to pick-up your children at school or meet them  
on time at their bus stops.    Thank you! 



 

 
Safety  

Reminder 
  
 

Take extra care in the mornings and after-
noons dropping off and picking up children 
at school and in neighborhoods.  Snowbanks 
limit visibility and often constrict roads and 
walkways.  Leave a little extra time to make 
sure that all of our students are safe. 
  
Also, please limit idling on school property to 
help the environment.  As it gets colder, our 
diesel buses will be idling more often in our 
bus loops as this is necessary to keep them 
running and is under strict guidelines with the 
transportation and busing company.  

 
 

Recess  
Policy 

 
 
The recess policy dictates that all students will 
go outside for recess if the temperature is 20 
degrees or higher. Students should be appropri-
ately dressed to spend time outdoors during 
recess.  Warm clothes, gloves, hats, and boots 
are required during winter months.   
 
Children well enough to come to school should 
be well enough to be outside during recess.  
Exceptions for medical reasons, with a doctor’s 
note, may be granted on an individual basis.   
 
In the event of inclement or severely cold 
weather, outdoor recess will be cancelled. 

 

Traffic Safety  
For the safety of our students and those in the community, please exercise caution and observe 
all traffic regulations and signage when driving in our parking lot and in the Braeburn School  
neighborhood. Drop-off areas are for drop-off only. Parking is not allowed in these areas. 
Double parking is not allowed at any time. Only cars with handicap stickers may park in  
handicap designated spots.  
Traffic violations are reported to the W.H. Police Department Traffic Division and our Security 
Officer will issue citations for traffic violations if he is on the premises.  







 
    Special Notice to 5th Grade Parents :  

Bristow Middle School  
Enrollment Process 

 
Bristow Middle School will be holding its enrollment for the incoming 6th graders in January.  
Bristow Middle School is a school of choice, drawing its diverse population from all neighbor-
hoods in West Hartford.  In the 2017-2018 school year, Bristow will enroll 420 students in 
grades 6 through 8.   
 
All 5th graders who reside in West Hartford and are attending West Hartford Public Schools 
are automatically included in this process.  Other 5th graders who reside in West Hartford and 
attend a  
private, parochial or inter district magnet school like The University of Hartford Magnet 
School are also eligible, although they need to apply to be  
included in the process and verify they reside in West Hartford with our Residency office. 
 
Each 5th grader will receive a number randomly, which will establish the choice order.  This 
number will be mailed home to parents on January 19, 2017.  In order to help parents make an 
informed choice, two informational meetings will be held at Bristow Middle School on Mon-
day, March 6, 2017 and Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 6:30 pm.  Parents can choose to attend ei-
ther of these meetings as they are both the same. Students are invited to attend these meetings 
with their parents.  
We recommend you attend one regardless of the number your child receives so you are  
prepared in case we get to your child’s number. 
 
For information about Bristow and full details about how this enrollment process works, 
please visit the Bristow website at http://bristow.whps.org/  You can also call or email the 
principal,  
Steven Cook, at 860-231-2100/ or Steven_Cook@whps.org 

http://bristow.whps.org/


 
 

Public Act 16-189 
We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools 
to be able to efficiently and effectively use digital tools that empower them 
in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem solving, 
content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that 
we must be committed at all times to protecting students' privacy and 
providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that 
end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of 
Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students and 
staff.  In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online pro-
grams used within the district that house student data. The programs may 
be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individ-
ual students. The list will be updated each time the district enters into a new 
contract where student data is housed. For more information on the specif-
ics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit  
www.whps.org/pa189. 

 

  Kindergarten 
2017-2018 

~ 
 Calling All  Braeburn Children  

Eligible for  
Kindergarten in the Fall 

 
If you have a child who will be five years old on or before Jan 1, 
2018, please call the school office at 860-561-2200 after the first of 
January so that we may add your child to our incoming Kindergar-
ten list.  If you know of a friend or neighbor with an incoming 
Kindergarten student, please have them give us a call as well!   
 

 

http://www.whps.org/pa189

