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Distribution of Connections
An on-line version of Connections With the West Hartford Public Schools is now available at http://www.whps.org/connections.pdf. If you do 
not wish to have a copy of Connections mailed to your home, please email connectionsoptout@whps.org with your name, address, child’s 
name and school. Thank you.
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West Hartford Public Schools  
offers a new American Sign 
Language Course

In 2017 West Hartford will celebrate the 200th 
anniversaries of three significant historical events: 
the establishment of American Sign Language, the 

founding of The American School for the Deaf, and the 
establishment of Deaf Education. Today, American 
Sign Language is the third most utilized language 
in the United States and The American School for 
the Deaf here in West Hartford has over 6,000 
alumni since its founding.

Continuing this great tradition, West Hartford 
Public Schools is proud to offer American Sign 
Language as a formal world language at both 
Conard and Hall. Recently hired, Mr. Michael 
Posner teaches this course entirely in sign 
language, creating a full-immersion language 
environment. He stated at Open House that 
among “the many goals of these classes is to increase 
awareness about the language, its role in the community, 
and its impact on education, research, and diversity.” 
West Hartford continues helping students to become more culturally aware and to 
understand diversity through language. The instruction of American Sign Language 
in our schools is another example of these endeavors.   

Hall play, “Almost, Maine” 
Hall Black Box
November 3, 4, 5, 7:30 p.m.
Special Performance for Senior Citizens and students  
(no charge): November 2, 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $10 adults; $5.00 students

Conard play, “10 Minute Play Festival”
Conard Black Box
November 17, 18, 19,  7:00 p.m.
Special Performance for Senior Citizens and students  
(no charge): November 16, 2:00 p.m.
Tickets: $10 adults; $5.00 students
Tickets available by emailing  
conardhighdrama@gmail.com or at the door

Solisti Showcase
Location: Bristow Middle School
Free
Sunday, November 13, 7:00 p.m.
For information, call 860-232-4561 ext. 6389

Hall Choral Department, 
“Ye Olde Madrigal Feaste”
St. Thomas Seminary, 467 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield 
(All performances)
November 17 & 18, 7:00 p.m. - Student Show  
(dessert, no dinner), $12.00
Information & tickets for Wednesday, Thursday shows:  
860-232-4561, ext. 6390
November 18 & 19, 7:00 p.m., Dinner performance, 
$35.00 adults; $25.00 children & Hall faculty
Information & tickets for Friday, Saturday shows,  
email:  HallMadrigals@gmail.com
Special Performance for Senior Citizens (no charge): 
Wednesday, November 16, 2:00 p.m.
NOTE:  Tickets will not be sold at the door; reservations 
must be made in advance (before 11/14)

Winter Concerts
Throughout the month of December
Check with individual schools for dates and times

Statue of first student 
Alice Cogswell, holding a 
book supported by hands 
in the shape of the sign 
for “light”.
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Pre-Kindergarten

The Pre-Kindergarten is 
thriving in West Hartford!  
With a State of Connecticut 
Smart Start Grant, West 
Hartford added three new full-
day pre-kindergarten sections 
at Charter Oak International 
Academy.  We now have five 
Pre-K sections, serving about 
250 three and four year-olds 
across the district. Research 
shows the critical importance of Pre-K programs in providing a sound 
foundation for future learning, behavior and health.

Pre-Kindergarten is a time to plant seeds of knowledge.  We foster 
wonder and strategies for early learners to ask and answer their own 
questions about the world.  We help children become lifelong learners.  With 
quality Pre-K experiences, our youngest students will be ready to thrive as 
learners in kindergarten and beyond!

One Book One Town
The Equity and Diversity Council (EDC) of the 
West Hartford Public Schools, in partnership 
with the Town of West Hartford, invites all 
families to join in the One Book One Town 
read.  The 2016-2017 book selection for 
One Book One Town is Of Beetles and 
Angels by Mawi Asgedom.  This is an 
autobiography of a boy who, at the age of 
three, fled civil war in Ethiopia by walking 
with his mother and brother to a Sudanese 
refugee camp and later moved to Chicago 
and earned a scholarship to Harvard. 

The elementary school companion 
book is Brothers in Hope by Mary 
Williams. Based on heartbreaking 
yet inspirational true events in the 
lives of the Lost Boys of Sudan, 
Brothers in Hope is a story of 
remarkable and enduring courage, 
and an amazing testament to the 
unyielding power of the human spirit. 

One Book One Town is intended to bring the community together by 
reading a common book which will stimulate conversations around its core 

themes. To learn more about One Book One 
Town, or the book selections, please visit  
https://www.westhartfordct.gov/things_to_do/
one_book_one_town/default.asp.  

Please contact Roszena Haskins, Director of 
Diversity Advancement, at 860-561-6900 or  
roszena_haskins@whps.org for opportunities to get 
involved in upcoming One Book One Town activities. 

• Review.  Before the meeting, 
look over your child’s grades, 
homework, progress reports, and 
communications you’ve had with the 
teacher. 

•  Prepare questions. Bring a list of 
questions.

• Share information about your 
child.  Focus on strengths as well as 
learning needs.

•  Be open.  Receive feedback 
objectively to foster improvement 
in meeting school expectations 
and academic standards.

• Ask questions.  Offer suggestions 
on how you can partner with your child’s teacher 
to address challenges and find ways to enrich your 
child’s experience. 

• Request clarifica-
tion.  Ask teachers to 
clarify assessments, 
grades, standards, and 
expectations. 

• Follow up. Construct 
a plan of action.  Who

   will do what, when, how, 
and how often in the months ahead. 

• Stay in touch.  Ask the teacher about the best 
way for you to remain in contact. Communication 
must be ongoing.

• Most important-talk with your child.  Discuss 
what you learned and what you shared with the 
teacher.  Have a conversation about how you plan 
to follow up and maintain contact.  Above all, 
ask for input and suggestions from your child on 
ways he or she can maintain or improve his or her 
educational experience.

The most productive parent teacher conferences 
are student-centered, reinforce a common bond 
between home and school, and focus on creating a 
clear path for your child’s education.  
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Conference week is a very important time because 
parent and guardian involvement is a critical factor 
for  success in school. For an effective conference the 
Harvard Research Project suggests the following:

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Our New England 
winter is approaching, 
which prompts us to review with 
you our process regarding delayed 
school openings and emergency  
    closings.

Please be sure to 
discuss with your 
children the plan for 
your family if schools 
are closed early.

• The Superintendent of Schools 
determines the necessity for the 
delayed opening or emergency 
closing of school due to weather 
conditions or other emergencies. 

• Parents will receive a phone call via 
the Connect-ED Rapid Notification 
Service informing them of the 
delayed opening or emergency 
closing.  The phone call will be 
issued no later than 6:30 a.m.  

• Announcements regarding school 
opening, delays, or closings 
are made over local radio and 
television stations.  

• This information may also be 
accessed by visiting our website 
at www.whps.org for closings, 
cancellations, and additional 
information.  

• In the event of an early dismissal 
from school due to inclement 
weather or other circumstances, 
parents/guardians will be notified 
by the principal via the Connect-
ED Rapid Notification System.  This 
allows parents to be notified by 
phone within minutes.

• When schools are 
closed early, all school- 
related afternoon and 
evening activities are 
cancelled as well.


